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Gateway housing association residents can apply for a Community Chest Grant to help fund a project or activity that develops their community.  We are particularly eager to fund activities that tackle community issues for example safety, antisocial behaviour or poverty.

Below are answers to some of the questions you may have about Community Chest Grants.

Who can apply?

Gateway housing association residents can apply for funding that will benefit a group or community. A group of residents can also apply providing there is representation from Gateway housing association residents.

What kind of projects can the Community Chest Grant fund?

There are few restrictions on the type of projects the Grant can fund.
Examples of projects previously awarded funding include:
· Local fun days, coach trips

Suggestions of projects that you might apply for funding include:
· A clean up day, gardening scheme, after school clubs, homework clubs and play schemes, trips to the Coast, museums, cultural or educational centres.

How much Grant is available?

The maximum amount groups can apply for is £500. For activities that include fewer than 50 residents the maximum grant that can be applied for is £350.  We encourage smaller grants applications so the fund can support a greater number of projects. We also encourage groups to rise a percentage of the total costs themselves.
You can make a number of applications but the total amount awarded in any year will not be more than £500.

We may also be able to help you approach other funders to provide match funding for projects
There will be two bidding rounds one in April and one in September with £3,000 available at each round.

How do I make an application?

It involves completing a short paper application.  The form is very easy to fill out and copies are available from the Resident Involvement Team.  On the application give a breakdown of costs including quotes and any supporting information.
If you are unable to complete an application form a member of the Resident Involvement Team can help you.

Who decides if a Community Grant is awarded?

Applications are considered by the Residents’ Forum and Gateway housing association staff.  
When looking at applications consideration will be given to

· how much the ‘Community’ will benefit 
· how many people in the community will benefit

Applications that only benefit an individual for example a scholarship will not be considered.

Deadlines for receipts of completed applications forms for 2010/11:

Friday 14th May 2010
Are there any conditions for receiving the Grant?

You will receive a letter from us letting you know the decision made about your application.  With this letter you will also receive a Grant Acceptance Contract.  This Contract tells you about the terms and conditions of receiving the grant. 

What happens if my application is unsuccessful?

If your application is unsuccessful you can appeal against the decision.  You will receive more information about how to appeal if you are informed that your application has been unsuccessful.

If you have any queries about Community Grants or need help filling in an application form contact the Resident Involvement Team on 020 8709 4300. 
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